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disposition to enter into explanations upon the subject. That Henry was much fascinated with Hamilton's financial policy and that in the latter part of his life the acquisition of wealth became with him a more absorbing passion than politics were nevertheless views of his position that I received—the former certainly and the latter I believe—from Mr. Jefferson, and are considerably strengthened by the following extract from a report made to Washington by his confidential friends, Edward Carrington and John Marshall, of the manner in which they had executed the commission which he had entrusted to them to judge of the propriety of offering to Mr. Henry the appointment of Secretary of State, with authority so to offer it if they thought best.
" We know too," they say, " that he is improving his fortune fast which must additionally attract him to the existing Government and order, the only guarantee of property. Add to this that he has no affection for the present leaders of the opposition in Virginia."
Had Mr. Jefferson lived until after the publication of the " Writings of Washington " he would have been able to speak more under-standiiigly on the subject and have seen the extent of the mistake under which he laboured at the period of his letter to Col. Monroe. He would have learned that as many as three years before the date of that letter a plan was set on foot by Gen. Harry Lee, an active and very zealous federal partizan, and at the time Governor of Virginia, to withdraw Mr. Henry from the republican ranks—that it was unremittingly presevered in. until the spring of 1799, when for the first time and an occasion of intense interest to be presently noticed, the latter unveiled himself to the people of Virginia, repudiated his State-rights doctrines and avowed himself the friend and supporter of the administration of John Adams, the alien and sedition laws inclusive.
The history of these proceedings is derived from the following sources: viz; a letter from Henry Lee to President Washington, dated August 17th, 1794, to be found in the appendix to the 10th vol. of the Writings of Washington, by Sparks, page 560; the answer of Washington, same volume, p. 431; a second letter from Lee to Washington, same appendix, p. 561; Patrick Henry to H. Lee, ditto, p. 562; a private and confidential letter from Washington to Edward Carrington, vol. llth p. 78; Washington to Patrick Henry, same vol. p. 81; report of Carrington and Marshall, ditto, pages 80 & 81, and a confidential letter from Washington to Henry of Jan. 15th, 1799, same vol. p. 387, urging him to offer for the State Legislature at the approaching election, with the nomination of Mr. Henry as Special Envoy to France by John Adams a few weeks after Washington's last letter.
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